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Admissions  Criteria  for  Membership 
of  the Chartered  Institute of  Linguists  

 

 
Introduction  

 
CIOL membership is open to all linguists; particularly those who use languages in their daily 
work such as professional translators and interpreters, as well as individuals who teach, 
research and study languages or who use them in their daily work and life. 

 
 

 
Member  Grades  

 
There are seven grades of CIOL membership, which fall into one of two categories: 

 
Professional  (with  designatory letters)  

 
�x Associate (ACIL) 

�x Member (MCIL) 

�x Fellow (FCIL) 
 
 

Affiliate  

 
�x Career Affiliate 

�x Student Affiliate 

�x Study Affiliate 

�x Affiliate Linguist 
 
 

 
CIOL is committed to the principles of equality, diversity and inclusion. We welcome 
applications from all linguists, whoever they are, wherever they live and work and 
however they use their languages. 
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Professional  grades  

Achieving professional membership of CIOL demonstrates that you have excellent language skills (see 
our CIOL Language Level Frameworks, but typically C1 in the CEFR in either reading and writing and/or 
speaking and listening) and meet the requirements and standards for good practice in the professional 
use of your language skills in the context in which you use them. 

 
Professional 
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criteria above. If you need to demonstrate work experience, you will need to provide contact details for 
two referees who can confirm the quality of and your ability to work in your non-native language. Your 
referees must know you in a professional capacity. 

Special Consideration 

If you do not meet the qualifications criteria for Associate above, but you can evidence at least three 
years’ work experience (minimum of 120 days per year) using your language skills to a professional 
level (as set out in the CIOL Professional Language Levels Framework) then we can treat your 
application for Special Consideration. 

 
References will be required to assist with the assessment of your Special Consideration application. If 
you would like to more information or advice, please feel free to contact the membership team before 
completing your application. 

All Associate members can upgrade to full Member once they have obtained the requisite work 
experience and/or qualifications. 

 
Member  of  the Chartered  Institute of  Linguists – 
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embraces languages, leads within the profession, pushes new boundaries in their work and activities 
and seeks opportunities to share their knowledge and expertise. 

 
Advice to Applicants for  Fellowship 

To be considered for Fellowship (FCIL), you will normally be a full Member of CIOL (MCIL). In addition, 
you will have made a sustained and significant contribution to languages and the language profession 
over-and-above the ordinary performance or professional contribution/output expected as part of your 
work. This should include a significant contribution to the growth and development of others. 

 
Applicants for Fellowship will normally have a minimum of 10 years' experience in the languages 
profession as a translator, interpreter, an educator, academic or professional linguist. 

�x For members, applications to upgrade to Fellowship may be considered by CIOL once a member 
has completed 12 months’ membership at MCIL level. 

�x For non-members, a successful application for CIOL membership and 12 months at MCIL is 
required before an application for Fellowship may be considered. 

 
All applications for Fellowship will be considered by the CIOL Membership Committee which meets 
regularly throughout the year. When considering an award of Fellowship, the Membership Committee 
will attach particular importance to an applicant’s personal statement looking at their career 
progression, their contributions to the profession and to others and their standing as a linguist. 

 
They will then consider the application, informed by the criteria of ample evidence of a sustained 
service/contribution to the personal growth and success of others, the wider language profession 
and/or the promotion of the study and wider use of languages, through one or more of the following 
endeavours: 

�x Academic research and publication��
�x Teaching and scholarship��
�x Contribution to the Continuous Professional Development (CPD) of others��
�x Mentoring��
�x Advocacy��
�x Supporting the Societies, Divisions and governance Committees of CIOL��
�x Other contributions clearly demonstrating that the applicant meets the criteria of service to 

languages and to others��
 
 

Chartership  
 

Full CIOL Members (MCIL) and Fellows (FCIL) are also normally eligible for chartership. For more 
information on becoming a Chartered Linguist see the CIOL website. 
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Affiliate Linguist  
 

Affiliate Linguist is for lovers of languages and for everyone who considers themselves a linguist in their 
work or lives. Affiliate Linguists come from all backgrounds, including people who: 

 
�x Studied languages at university 
�x Use or have used languages in their daily work 
�x Have lived in other countries and used languages working internationally 
�x Are studying for a language qualification - via a formal course or through self-study 
�x Are developing or maintaining their languages - this could be via Apps and online courses, self 

study or formal classes 
 

Joining as an Affiliate Linguist not only helps CIOL to support and promote languages and linguists all 
over the world, it also helps you as a language lover to stay connected with the world of languages. 

 
Please note Affiliate members do not have AGM voting rights and are not entitled to use CIOL designatory 
‘letters’ after their name. 

 
 
 

General notes  
 

1. The conditions for admission are laid down in the Rules, which are agreed at the CIOL Annual 
General Meeting. Any changes to the Rules will be published on www.ciol.org.uk. 

2. Applications for admission should be made online. If this is not possible, or for additional 
support, please contact the membership team on +44 (0)20 7940 3100. 

 
3. All applications (with the exception of Student Affiliate, Study Affiliate and Affiliate Linguist) 

must be accompanied by an assessment fee which is non-refundable. 

4. The Membership team will process your membership application within 5 working days. 
 

5. Special consideration cases and all fellowship applications are automatically referred to the 
CIOL’s Membership Committee which meets regularly throughout the year. 

6. CIOL reserves the right to offer you a grade of membership that may be higher or lower than 
the grade applied for based on your application. 

 
7. Non-UK awarded qualifications will be considered on based on comparability to UK awarded 

qualifications. 

8. CIOL will treat all applications equally, fairly and with impartiality. Please refer to the full 
Equality, Diversity and Inclusion policy available from https://www.ciol.org.uk/equality-diversity- 
and-inclusion for further information. 

 
9. CIOL’s decision is final. For information on appeals see https://www.ciol.org.uk/membership- 

appeals 
 
 

Other  Terms  and Conditions of  Membership  
 

1. You will be admitted into Membership under the conditions for admission as laid down in the 
Rules, which are agreed at the CIOL Annual General Meeting. Any changes to the Rules will be 
published on www.ciol.org.uk. 
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